Csilla Klenyánszki: PILLARS OF HOME
The challenges of early motherhood are transformed into a game: the
lack of time, the fragility of a new life, the weight of responsibility, our
changing identities, tension. These are the elements. Care, strength,
patience, devotion. These are the things holding it together.
Pillars of home are ninety-eight balancing sculptures, made during my
son’s nap, when our home - the living room, the kitchen, the bedroom
or even the staircase - became a studio for no more than thirty minutes at a
time.
The pillars rely on their own inner stability while being framed only by
the floor and the ceiling. As the objects are being piled up, they become
a coherent entity, but their delicate arrangement and balancing
structure makes them vulnerable. They can be destroyed at any
moment.
Not only the existence of the image is in danger if the installation
collapses, but the noise of the fallen objects might awaken the sleeping
baby, which puts an end to the working session.
Pillars of home gives ninety-eight answers to one dilemma: how does a
mother find balance between all her priorities. A never-ending juggling act.

Csilla Klenyánszki: TO MAKE TIME
“to make time” deals with the passage of time, not just as a symbol or
an idea, but as a subjective experience; I need to find time to make
time. Making times takes time.
The work is based on 12 physically and mentally challenging - one hour
- performances which capture my struggle with time, while
mechanically making it.
The physical body - the right leg used as the minute arm, and the left
leg as the hour arm of a clock - shows the passage of time, transforming
every single minute into a new posture. 720 different positions are
building up the 12 hour clock.
To make the work I am literally racing against my own biological clock,
as the performer needs to be relatively young to full fill the
choreography.
To see the preview of the installation, please go to https://vimeo.com/221058004.

Csilla Klenyánszki: HOUSE/HOLD
“House/hold” is part of a research project on women’s position in the
western society. It examines the evolution of gender equality in various
subjects.
“House/ hold” investigates the housework gap and its consequences
while it provides an ironical solution for women: a 30 minute yoga
session combined with domestic chores.
The session transforms the house into a space for meditation using
domestic objects as its basic elements. Housework is being transformed
into illumination: the repetitive act of house making becomes not just a
physical but also a mental and spiritual act where women and their
household objects become entangled.
“House/hold” is a guide for domestic meditation.

Csilla Klenyánszki: HOUSE/HOLD

Mothers in Arts Residency (MA Residency) is a studio space combined
with a communal day care. The Residency is specialized in supporting
emerging women artists, who are also mothers.
Mothers in Arts is free of charge; the artists agree on take turns to work
and look after each others children around an organized work schedule.
The Residency was designed around the childcare policies of the
Netherlands: 3 months is the given maternity leave and 2 years is the
minimum age, when children are provided with 2 days a week
subsidized daycare. This “in between” period is crucial for an artistparent: through the strict schedule and the constant attention which a
baby requires, critical practice becomes limited.
Mothers in Arts and the trial residency were created with the hope that
it could help artists to combine their artistic practice with early
parenthood. Through the project I wanted to put forward a discussion
about a problem that affects many emerging artist women when they
become parents;
Even though, many artists have children, parenthood remains
stigmatized in the art world. Therefore, besides the physical and mental
challenges of childbearing - which are consuming enough - an added
feeling of isolation can be felt by many mothers.
This situation isn’t exclusive for artists of course, it is a common
dilemma for most working mothers. After becoming a parent
maintaining a professional life becomes difficult.
Mothers in Arts is geared to mother artists and by drawing attention to
this hidden segment of the art world I wish to stimulate mothers in
general. By showing and promoting their existence, I hope that the
professional and also the general public realizes and confirms their
importance as a matter of public health.

Csilla Klenyánszki: BEARING FRUITS
“Let’s prefigure a way of manufacturing one another non competitively
[...] Where pregnancy is concerned, let every pregnancy be for
everyone.”
“Bearing fruits” is a short biographical video-work about pregnancy,
child bearing & social reproduction.
An attempt to share the experience of bearing and carrying one another
non competitively.
To watch the video please go to https://vimeo.com/590256095.

